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on the eve of ‘arafa, the Prophet implored the clemency of 
God for the Muslim community. God answered: “i forgive 
everyone, except those who have committed injustices. 
i must seek reparation from those who have committed 
injustices so that i may compensate their victims.” The 
Prophet insisted: “Lord, You can take from Paradise what 
is necessary to compensate their victims and nevertheless 
pardon those who have committed injustices.”
God did not answer.
having arrived at Muzdalafa, the Prophet again implored 
him in favour of all the members of his community. This time, 
God consented.
Then the Prophet laughed joyfully.
 —Al Ahādīth al-Qudusiyya
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The Qur’an in the time of Creation
Through numerous verses of the Qur’an, in particular 
those that God devoted to the deeds of the prophets who 
preceded Muhammad on the earth, a Qur’anic narrative 
takes form. it expresses the unity and coherence of the 
design that God pursues in his creation. This develops, 
in a series of cycles, from Genesis to the Last Judgement, 
culminating in eternal life. at various periods in this 
unfolding history, God sent a prophet with the mission 
of communicating his Word to people, sometimes in the 
form of a Book. Muhammad was the last of these proph-
ets, and the Qur’an was the last of these books.
having decreed the creation of the universe, which 
took six days, God deployed his power and majesty: 
Your Lord is God Who created the heavens and the 
earth in six days, then settled firmly on the throne, to 
order the world’s affairs.
     (Qur’an, 10:3)
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The first human being appeared at the end of the sixth day: 
Remember when your Lord said to the angels: “I shall 
create a human being from dry clay, from fetid mud. 
When I give him the proper shape and breathe into 
him from My spirit, you are to fall down prostrate 
before him.”
(15:28–9)
The Qur’an calls on people to recognise the signs that God 
has placed on their path on earth to guide them back to 
him. everything comes from God and everything leads 
back to him: 
Say: “We belong to God, and to him we shall return.”
(2:156)
in these signs, people are invited to perceive that God is 
one, that he is mighty and compassionate:
In the creation of the heavens and the earth, 
In the cycle of night and day, 
In ships that plough the sea, to mankind’s benefit, 
In what God causes to descend from the sky of water, 
Giving life to the earth, hitherto dead,
And peopling it with all manner of crawling creatures,
In varying the winds and clouds, which run their 
course between sky and earth – 
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In these are signs of people who reflect.
    (2:164)
But people are constantly tempted by evil. Thus, at differ-
ent places and times, they forget God, which always leads 
to one form or another of idol-worship. God is wrathful, 
he sanctions, he punishes. But more often, he pardons: 
And fear God, for God is All-Pardoning, 
Compassionate to each. 
     (49:12)
From time to time, he offers humans an exceptional 
chance for salvation, sending them a new prophet, a bearer 
of his Message, always the same but in varying forms and 
languages. This message is that of the “true religion”, of 
“abandon to God”; in arabic, islam. in this sense, all the 
prophets of God are Muslims.
some of them were bearers of Books. These Books are 
different forms of the same book, whose formless essence 
is that designated by the Qur’an as umm al Kitab, the 
archetype, the original Book.
For every matter decided there is a Register:
God erases what He will, and ratifies.
With Him is the Archetype of the Book. 
     (13:38–9)
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abraham, Moses and Jesus are among the greatest of the 
prophets. They accomplished their mission. But after 
their death the Message they brought was betrayed and 
the books revealed to Moses and Jesus were altered. Then 
God decided to send Muhammad, who would be his last 
Messenger, bearer of the Book in its final form: 
This is a Book We have sent down, blessed, and 
confirming previous revelations ...
    (6:92) 
(one may note the continuity of meaning between the 
signs that God places in the world to reveal his presence 
to humans, and the signs that he places in his Book in 
which he reveals his Word: the same word in arabic, aya, 
designates the signs of God’s work of creation and the 
verses of the Qur’an.)
The Qur’an reveals a succession of supernatural and 
exceptional events which punctuate the designs of divine 
providence: the periodic return of prophets, whose 
mission it is to announce his Word to humans who 
constantly forget it. 
This narrative makes it impossible to reduce the 
Qur’an to a sort of collage of divine truths without any 
chronology, to be read in no particular order. some events 
preceded others – the Torah precedes the Gospel, which 
in its turn precedes the Qur’an, and certain prophetic 
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figures appear before others – abraham, Moses, Jesus and 
Muhammad follow one another in this order. 
Through this succession of supernatural events, the 
Qur’anic narrative highlights how, within the overall 
divine plan of creation, God intervenes directly in history 
each time that he judges it necessary, creating a supernat-
ural and exceptional event: the revelation of his Word to 
a prophet whose mission is to offer humans a new chance 
of salvation. This notion is also central to the twenty-two-
year long period of the Revelation of the Qur’an.
